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These are our 2022 Highlights: 

 

1. Proctoring case 

 

The Center supported bio-informatics student, Robin Pocornie, in filing an official complaint 

with the Netherlands Institute for Human Rights, against her university, the Vrije 

Universiteit Amsterdam, for the use of discriminatory proctoring software. After a hearing, 

and as of 7 December 2022, the Netherlands Institute for Human Rights has ruled that Robin 

Pocornie has presented enough evidence to assume that she was indeed discriminated 

against. The current status of the case is pending, whereby the burden of proof is shifted 

onto the VU to demonstrate that the proctoring software is not discriminatory. 

 

• The Center has garnered extensive media coverage for bringing forth the complaint: 

o News media: coverage by the largest news agency in the Netherlands (ANP), led 

to attention in the national media: Volkskrant, NRC, Trouw, NOS, NU.nl, Joop, 

ThePostOnline, Parool and Ad Valvas (the VU’s student news outlet) 

o Broadcast media: NOS op 3 radio (also broadcast on FunX) and a long nightly 

radio interview at Omroep Zwart. 

• There was a second round of media coverage regarding the judgement:  

o News media: Volkskrant, NU.nl, NRC, Parool, Trouw, AT5, and Noordhollands 

Dagblad. In English language news outlets: NL Times and DutchNews.nl, as well 

as student news sites: the VU, the University of Twente and the Radboud 

University.  

o Broadcast media: Bits of Freedom podcast, and the daily news show, Radio 1. 

• There was political attention in the Dutch Parliament, with a position paper from 

Netherlands Institute for Human Rights. The Center is in talks with political party BIJ1 

at the Amsterdam city level. 

• The Center has drafted press releases for the complaint, the ruling, alongside 

summaries of the complaint, and the judgment. 

 

2. Fellowship  

 

The Center has obtained funding from Stichting Democratie en Media to start a fellowship 

programme. The goal of the programme is to fund three fellows who will each develop and 

execute their project ideas on the intersection of racism and technology.  

 

• Selected 3 external jury members to be part of the selection process. 

• Received 26 applications. 

https://oordelen.mensenrechten.nl/oordeel/2022-146
https://www.volkskrant.nl/nieuws-achtergrond/de-antispieksoftware-herkende-haar-niet-als-mens-omdat-ze-zwart-is-maar-bij-de-vu-vond-ze-geen-gehoor~b6810279/
https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2022/07/15/klacht-bij-mensenrechtencollege-voor-discriminerende-antispieksoftware-a4136521
https://www.trouw.nl/binnenland/klacht-over-discriminerende-antispieksoftware-op-vrije-universiteit~bdcc84ad/
https://nos.nl/artikel/2436872-studente-dient-klacht-in-over-discriminerende-antispieksoftware
https://www.nu.nl/tech/6212328/antispieksoftware-herkent-zwarte-vu-studente-niet-daarom-dient-ze-klacht-in.html
https://www.bnnvara.nl/joop/artikelen/mensenrechtencollege-buigt-zich-over-racistische-antispieksoftware-universiteiten
https://tpo.nl/2022/07/15/zwarte-studente-dient-klacht-in-tegen-vrije-universiteit-vanwege-racistische-antispieksoftware/
https://www.parool.nl/amsterdam/vu-student-stapt-naar-college-voor-rechten-van-de-mens-spieksoftware-herkent-zwart-gezicht-niet~b301ccef/
https://advalvas.vu.nl/nieuws/student-beschuldigt-vu-van-werken-met-discriminerende-antispieksoftware
https://racismandtechnology.center/wp-content/uploads/20220715-nos-op-3-proctoring-klacht.mp3
https://www.funx.nl/fragmenten/sander-vonneke/5ed9e107-d3f9-4ea1-938d-38e157234780/2022-07-15-vu-amsterdam-student-robin-dient-klacht-in-vanwege-racistische-antispieksoftware
https://racismandtechnology.center/wp-content/uploads/20220722-omroep-zwart-proctoring-klacht.mp3
https://racismandtechnology.center/wp-content/uploads/20220722-omroep-zwart-proctoring-klacht.mp3
https://www.volkskrant.nl/nieuws-achtergrond/mensenrechtencollege-discriminatie-door-algoritme-voor-het-eerst-aannemelijk-vu-moet-tegendeel-bewijzen~b66c072e/
https://www.nu.nl/tech/6241158/vu-moet-bewijzen-dat-antispieksoftware-zwarte-studente-niet-discrimineerde.html
https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2022/12/15/vu-moet-discriminerende-software-uitleggen-a4151479
https://www.parool.nl/amsterdam/mensenrechtencollege-discriminatie-door-vu-algoritme-aannemelijk~be60b591
https://www.trouw.nl/binnenland/antispieksoftware-discrimineerde-vu-studente-vermoedelijk-vanwege-huidskleur~bf67d871
https://www.at5.nl/artikelen/218108/mensenrechtencollege-geeft-vu-student-gelijk-vermoeden-discriminatie-antispieksoftware-terecht
https://www.noordhollandsdagblad.nl/cnt/dmf20221209_45365208
https://www.noordhollandsdagblad.nl/cnt/dmf20221209_45365208
https://nltimes.nl/2022/12/09/anti-cheating-webcam-software-may-discriminated-based-skin-color
https://www.dutchnews.nl/news/2022/12/software-algorithm-may-have-discriminated-student-council/
https://advalvas.vu.nl/nieuws/mensenrechtencollege-vermoeden-discriminerende-antispieksoftware-vu-terecht
https://www.utoday.nl/news/72283/antispieksoftware-kan-best-racistisch-zijn-meent-mensenrechtencollege
https://www.voxweb.nl/nieuws/antispieksoftware-kan-best-racistisch-zijn-meent-mensenrechtencollege
https://www.voxweb.nl/nieuws/antispieksoftware-kan-best-racistisch-zijn-meent-mensenrechtencollege
https://www.bitsoffreedom.nl/podcast/breken-we-de-macht-van-big-tech/
https://www.nporadio1.nl/fragmenten/de-nieuws-bv/72af4bd6-8e70-4c32-8f50-5374248d8c0f/2022-12-12-antispieksoftware-op-de-vu-discrimineert
https://racismandtechnology.center/2023/01/18/dutch-institute-for-human-rights-speaks-about-proctorio-at-dutch-parliament/
https://racismandtechnology.center/wp-content/uploads/20220913-position-paper-college-voor-de-rechten-van-de-mens.pdf
https://racismandtechnology.center/2022/07/15/student-stapt-naar-college-voor-de-rechten-van-de-mens-vanwege-gebruik-racistische-software-door-de-vu/
https://www.mensenrechten.nl/actueel/nieuws/2022/12/09/eerste-keer-vermoeden-van-algoritmische-discriminatie-succesvol-onderbouwd
https://racismandtechnology.center/2022/07/28/dutch-student-files-complaint-with-the-netherlands-institute-for-human-rights-about-the-use-of-racist-software-by-her-university/
https://racismandtechnology.center/2022/12/24/dutch-institute-for-human-rights-use-of-anti-cheating-software-can-be-algorithmic-discrimination-i-e-racist/
https://www.stdem.org/


• Selected and finalised three fellows/proposals. 

 

3. Newsletter 

 

The Center curates a newsletter that is sent out every four weeks. In the newsletter, three 

news stories are selected, and contextualised with our own writing; a racist technology in 

action is featured, and events on the topic of racism and technology are listed. 

 

• Sent out 13 newsletters, to nearly 300 subscribers. 

• Migrated to a self-hosted phpList installation, open source and tracking-free way to 

send out newsletter. 

 

4. Social media 

 

The Center has a minimal social media presence, as its main communication channels are 

via the website, newsletter, and email list 

 

• Established an Instagram account with 214 followers. 

 

5. Speaking engagements  

 

The Center engages with (paid and unpaid) speaking engagements in events, workshops, 

masterclasses, related to the topic of racism and technology. 

 

• Privacy Camp, “Centring social injustice, de-centring tech: The case of the Dutch child 

benefits scandal” (YouTube) 

• Facilitation for “This is What Police Tech Looks Like” by the Justice, Equity and 

Technology Table 

• Roma Day 2022, “Technolution: Yearned-for Hopes or Old Injustices?” (info)  

• Colour of Surveillance conference (slides) 

• World AI Summit 

• Decidim Festival Barcelona, “Internet regulation as a battleground” (YouTube) 

• Goethe Institut AI Ethics Summer School, “Addressing the (In)Visibility of Racism in AI 

and Technology” (YouTube) 

• Masterclass Netpolitiek 2022 (slides) 

• WAAG Plant-B podcast, “racistische technologie en inclusieve platforms” (podcast)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4l2kcttX0Y
https://romaday.info/EN
https://talks.racismandtechnology.center/2022-colour-of-surveillance/colour-of-surveillance.pptx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfKheOdyLmI
https://youtu.be/g6y6txKbI7M
https://talks.racismandtechnology.center/2022-masterclass-netpolitiek
https://waag.org/nl/article/beluister-podcast-2-racistische-technologie-en-inclusieve-platforms/

